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(Loosened milk standards don’t mean bigger risks)

FIF 2011 &£ 7 B 1 5 (Global Times)

BUSINESSCOMMENT

Loosened milk standards
don’t mean bigger risks

Wang Dingmian, chairman of the
Guangzhou Datry Assodadon, sald ata
recent indusuy meetng thar the coun-
try's currert sandards for fresh millk,
which wook effect on June 1 last year,
are the loosest in the world, and called
them “a nadonal shame.”

His comments were prompted by
the fact that the indices in the current
standards are lower than those in the
previous standards, which were tmple-
mented In the 1980s,

However, 1t Is wrong to think thar the
lowered standards will necessarily result
in poorer qualtry milk. If amything, they
will help wo mainmain a suffident supply
of dairy products while protecdng milk
farmers’ Inwrests.

The current standard for milk bac-
terla content is 500,000 per millfliter.
This differs to the previous standards,
under which there were four grades,
varying from 500,000 per milliliter to 4
million per millilirer.

The minimum protein conwent level
has been lowered from 2.95 grams per
100 grams of milk to 2.80 grams.
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ucts has grown over the last 1o years,
small datry farmers have come tw play a
dominant role in the secor, accountng
for 76 percent of all datry suppliers.

This is a urnaround from the 1980cs,
when State-run dairy plans were the
major suppliers. These scattered, small
dalry farmers with lowerquallty feeding
conditons for thelr cattle struggled to
meet the previous standards, with many
falling short and having to discard large
volumes of substandard milk.

The old standards also pushed up
costs for datry suppllers and firms, and
therefore the public. They also gave an
Incendve to dalry farmers w use addi-
dves w0 help thetr milk meet the crireria,
resuling in the melamine scandal.

The newer sandards, akhough lower
on paper, will actually help support the
industry. The datry firms will do all they
can to ensure safety is as high as pos-
sible to avold a repeat of the melamine
scandal, espedally with the public and
media becoming ever more vigilant
about food safety.

I'would suggest, however, that in
order to allay fears over the Inwerlnguf
the standards, to 1

(HMC), a Jot
Atrbus and A
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